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Cornelius Drebbel, was the Dutch inventor of the first 
navigable submarine, while working for the Royal Navy 
in England. Using William Bourne's design from 1578, he 
manufactured a steerable submarine with a leather-
covered wooden frame. Between 1620 and 1624 
Drebbel successfully built and tested two more 
submarines, each one bigger than the last. The final 
(third) model had 6 oars and could carry 16 passengers. 
This model was demonstrated to King James I in person 
and several thousands of Londoners. The submarine 
stayed submerged for three hours and could travel from 
Westminster to Greenwich and back, cruising at a depth 
of from 12 to 15 feet (4 to 5 metres). This submarine was 
tested many times in the Thames, but never used in 
combat. 






